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It takes 3 things for us to be able to send out the Newsletters. 

1. A Computer with Microsoft Publisher- to be able to actually put the Newsletters to
gether. 

A Flash Drive- That has everyone's mailing addresses and the format to get the News
letters to Office Depot to Print. 

3. My Office Depot Discount Cards- Which saves me approximately $400 a month on 
printing the Newsletters. 

Over the last few months due to moving and things changing around in our lives we seemed 
to always be missing 1 of the 3 items above making it impossible to get the Newsletters out. 

But now we have the team back together and are able to get them going again. This has 
been a very frustrating time for me as I know how important it is to get this ministry out 
to those who need it. So we just wanted to say thank you for your understanding and we 

hope you all had a wonderful holiday season!! 



New Look for a New Year!! 
Praying this year is blessed Spiritually, Physically, 

Mentally, Financially and anything else that may be 
needed in vour lives. 

Our contact information has changed. The best way to contact 
us is through our email at spiritualsoldiers@yahoo.com 

We are sorry for any inconvenience if you have tried to reach us 
and have been unable to. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

T a b l e O f C o n t e n t s 

Debt-Aholi 

If you would like the Spiritual 
jam to come to your area you 

itact us at: 
SpirituaT^oWiers 

P.O. Box 5225 
Central Point, OR 97502 

spiritualsoldiers@yahoo.com 
Or visit us online at: 

thespiritualsoldiers.com 

It's Never Too Late 7 & 8 

Do You Wonder 
Missed Opportunities 10-11 

Stroke of Genius 12 
Dear Everyone, 

We have been transitioning over these last couple of months. We are getting 
off to a slower start as there have been some major changes going on in our per
sonal lives. We have had the Newsletters pretty much ready to go since November, 
but seeing the issues on the page left of here, we just haven't been able to get them 
out. We are looking forward to sharing all the wonderful things the Lord has been 
doing and has laid on our hearts. 

The Spiritual Soldiers 

mailto:spiritualsoldiers@yahoo.com
mailto:spiritualsoldiers@yahoo.com
http://thespiritualsoldiers.com


Debt-Aholic 
Hello my name is Kiley and I am a debt-aholic. Wow, that was a lot harder to type out than I imag

ined it would be. I have been struggling with debt now for about 16 years. I did not walk into this situation 
willingly, but over time it has consumed me. I am on the path to recovery and I am trusting in the Most High 
to deliver me from this addiction. 

Ok, so just to give you a little perspective, as you all know from reading in our previous Newsletters 
that finances have been a major issue for us for quite some time. Not because we are bad stewards, not be
cause we aren't willing to work or do whatever it takes to get on our feet, there is more to it than that. 

Many years ago, before we started traveling, actually before we started singing, we lived a normal 
I blessed life. W e were never rich, but we were never in need. W e had means to borrow if needed and always 
paid things back. W e were blessed. Dad had a good paying business, and us kids worked hard from an early 
age and made good money as well. Our credit was good and bills were paid. So what happened you may 
ask? The Lord happened. Not saying that the Lord thrust us into debt, but there came a day when we were 
getting ready to start out in the travelling ministry and the Lord told my dad, " I 'm going to make you trust 
Me ." Since then, although we have had much favor and blessing in other areas, we have never been blessed 
financially which made it extremely difficult on my dad and has now taken a toll on myself. Coming from a 
life of working hard and making sure everything is taken care of is not easy to set a side and trust that some
one else is going to hear the voice of the Lord in order for us to eat. Which is exactly what happened. Bills 
wouldn't get paid on time, sometimes not at all, and there were many things that we had to let go of during 
this time period of learning how to trust the Lord. What God was doing however was teaching us how to rely 
on Him while we were on the road, because we would have absolutely no reliable income coming in from any 
avenue. Just as He told His disciples when He sent them out not to take a script or purse, but that the servant 
was worthy of His hire. You all had heard testimonies of how we left Oregon on a tank of gas and $35 and 
made it to Indiana or Ohio to minister and see lives touched. W e were dependant on Him making the way 
for us to get from one place to another, which meant that many good people like you had given in a love of
fering or supported us for a time, which allowed for us to go and minister. This principal has not changed, 
but our lifestyle has changed. Now that dad is no longer with us, this lesson of trust has now fell to me and I 
have to admit I am failing. W e have always talked about not showing our weakness and how we need to 
keep our eyes on the Lord at all times, which are still true, but you all have been seeing me at my lowest and I 
just wanted to explain why. I know, I know, you have all heard me complaining about the "normal" thing 
and how being normal has drug me down so far. But the finances have been worse than that. I thought that 
if I could come home and get a job and work hard, I would be able to supply for my family. Wrong.. In the 
beginning it worked for a little while, for about a year, but then the enemy got a foothold in the place where I 
was working and destroyed that, throwing me down a path that I am struggling hardcore to get out of. I just 
kept praying, thinking if we could just get a head of it, we could keep up with it, we are just never able to get 
ahead of it, so we kept sinking farther and farther. W e are doing our best to keep our spirits lifted and encour
aged, but there comes a point when words need to turn into action in order to get anywhere. Here's the funny 
thing, we are so blessed when it comes to spiritual things, or when it comes to people giving donations to our 
ministry, when it comes to praying for favor and good weather during travels, etc. But in the matter of cash, 
it hasn't been there. W e have been in places where the Lord has placed us for a specific reason, to be blessed 



to make something great and then everything falls apart because we can't pay for it all the while people show 
up out of the blue and say things like, "God is always on time, He will work this out, hang on." But for some 
reason that isn't the case with us. The time comes, then it's late, then it passes and we lose everything that we 
have worked so hard for, things that should have been a blessing, things the Lord told us to do. Not that I am 
blaming God, please don't think that I am, I am just saying that we must be some weird, special kind of case 
that things happen differently for. It is very hard to hear the words all the time, the encouragement all the 
time, but nothing to actually pay the bills. Don ' t get me wrong, I am not trying to say that I am wanting eve
ryone else to pay the bills, I am totally willing to work and to work my guts out to try and get it taken care of. 
But it doesn't work that way. 

When I worked at the bank, I learned a fun fact right before I left that really applies to this article. The 
fact of the matter is, 65% of Americans struggle with finances to the point that they worry about it through 
80% of their work day. This was me, I would be at work and every free moment I had I would be adding up 
how much money we needed to pay our bills or how much gas and food we could get by with etc. EVERY 
CHANCE I HAD. It consumed me. This is why I said I am a debt-aholic. Because as I was praying about it 
tonight, I see that it is an addiction that I really needed delivered from. Many people may think that it is not 
as bad as a substance addiction, but truly the symptoms are the same. With withdrawals comes anxiety, 
mood swings, erratic heartbeat, irritableness, depression, fear, dread etc. It is the same as not knowing where 
your next hit is going to come from, or in this case which bill is going to be paid. Only to get a moments relief 
knowing there is a bigger one coming around the corner. So you try to hide it, but you can't, you sit in the 
corner rocking, fearing, not knowing how things are ever going to be ok. I would get to a point where I felt 
like I was begging God to help and that's not faith or trust, that's fear. I needed to stop and the only way was 
for God to deliver me. It was robbing me of my family, my peace, my Spiritual walk and Ministry. W e have 
been on the verge of calling it quits because things had gotten so overwhelming and I felt so guilty that how 
was I ever supposed to stand and minister to people if this was something that I couldn't get control over. W e 
have a fabulous business that the Lord has blessed us with, it is filled to the brim with donations to be sold, 
however if we don't triple our foot traffic then I don't know how long we will be able to sustain it. When I 
say triple, that is not much, I am actually only talking going from 15 people a day to 45 and that would do it, 
that would pay for all our needs plus help us to record and do other ministry projects as well. That is not a 
major feat. I feel like I have failed. I have failed the Lord, I have failed my family and I have failed all of 
you. W e have always been the forerunners of things to come and if I can't come through this, I don't have 
the right to be ministering to others on how to trust the Lord for their needs. 

When we were in Indiana about 6 years ago, we were in a service where the guest speakers _were giv
ing prophetic words. One of the speakers called m o m and I out and spoke a word over us stat
ing that there had been a generational curse that had been placed upon us from 
several generations back. It had to do with finances and that the Lord kept 
pouring His blessing out upon us, but for whatever reason it would always be 
diverted away from us. She said it had nothing to do with us or anything we 
had done and that it was being broken. W e rejoiced, we claimed it and we even 
drove back to Southern Oregon for a couple days to share the news with my 
brother because we felt it was such an important word for our family. I have been trying to hold on to that 
Word. I am trying to stand on every scripture that talks about the Lord being our provider and supplier, how 
much He loves us and wants to give us good things. How He rewards those who diligently seek Him. Guys, 
I didn't know how much longer I could hold on. It seemed like the only time that we would truly get a head 
is when we are living out of our car, which I don't think needs to be. I was trying my hardest to not write 
about finances anymore, but this was on my heart so heavy tonight about it being an addiction. Really, any-



thing that separates us from the truth of the 
Lord, from His Word and His Spirit is a sin 
and an addiction that needs deliverance. 

W e had a Newsletter all prepared to go 
out for September, in fact you can still read it 
online, but because it was filled with fundrais
ers and ways to bless the ministry, we didn't 
send it out. It is naive to think that a ministry 
can function on love and well wishes alone, 
and that no finances are needed. But it is an
other thing for a minister to feel condemnation 
for asking. I am not saying that any of you 
have made me feel that way. Wha t I am say
ing is that the enemy has had such a hold on 
the throat of our finances, that it made us feel 
guilty to even ask for support. Every time we 
would post about a fundraiser or that we were 
trying to promote something that the Lord had 
blessed us with. In the back of our minds and 
spirits we could just hear voices saying things 
like, "there they go again asking for money.." 
or "why don't they just give it up ." Things 
that the enemy would torment us with, know
ing that we have a major calling on our lives 
and all we are trying to do is work towards 
that goal and calling. It can be so discourag
ing however when we are so concerned with 
finances. 

W e are not bad stewards, we do not 
overspend on unnecessary things. Our strug
gle is with necessities. You can not go for
ward if you only bring in 2 / 3rds what you 
need. When there is no way to live within 
your means. Since our last Newsletter, we 
have given up the house that we had waited all 
summer for last year. W e were not able to af
ford it and the store as well and since we are in 
a contract for the store, we decided on giving 
up the house. As hard as that was, it has been 
such a huge relief on me and I feel my deliver
ance has come. I no longer fear or care about 
the things that could come against me. Not 
because they are not important, but because I 
have let go of the things that have kept me so 
stressed out and so bound. I don't want to live 
like that anymore. When dad had struggled in 
the beginning of trusting for finances, I re

member then that I had made a comment 
about, "Poor us, we have to rely on the Most 
High God, the one that created the Heaven 
and the Earth." I said that then, because that 
weight had not yet fallen on me. Something 
that I regret saying to him, especially in the 
spiteful way I said it, now knowing how diffi
cult it really was for him. He got passed it and 
now I am too. W e haven't been called to be in 
bondage. W e have been called to be free to 
minister to others. Maybe this is a lesson I 
had to learn in order to witness better to oth
ers. The chains are gone, but the lesson is still 
being taught. 

When we decided to settle down for 
these past few years, we began building a life 
that is being stripped away. I believe it is get
ting back to the way it was before we took this 
detour. I don't know how long it will be be
fore we are back to 100% but I know that we 
are on our way. 

I 'm not going to feel guilty anymore for 
trying to share what the Lord has blessed us 
with. Nor do I want to feel like I am begging 
to make things happen. I don't want to be 
miserable and bitter. I just want to worry 
about the ministry and let the finances take 
care of itself. Whether that means living in a 
car or in a tent or wherever. I would rather be 
at peace and walk in the Spirit of the Lord, 
then to lose my soul to struggle to pay for a 
house and utilities. This addiction has ruined 
so much of me, I am so ashamed that I al
lowed it to get this far. But it is over now. 

The first step is admitting there is a 
problem... 

Thank you for letting me share. 



Do you ever stop to think how big God really is? Have you stood at the ocean and just been in awe of how big and 
vast the ocean is? Have you stood at the foot of a mountain and thought about how tall and huge that it is? Have you 
ever thought about how tall a tree can get and how heavy it can be and yet it stays standing? Have you ever picked a 
flower and wondered how it got it's fragrance? Have you ever wondered how rain can turn to snow or how you can 
stand at night and look up at all the stars miles and miles away and yet you will never fall off the earth? Have you 
ever thought about how all the streams and rivers run into the ocean? How the earth divides in the middle and the wa
ter flows the direction it should? 
Did you ever stop to think how the sun has never burnt out or the moon gives its glow? Did you ever stop to think 
how the ocean stays within its boundaries? It's all because of God. Do you ever wonder how much sand is on the 
shores or how much water is in the oceans and the seas? Do you ever wonder how many stars are in the sky? Do you 
ever wonder how many leaves a tree holds or how much grass covers the earth? How about the rain drops or snow 
flakes, could you count them? God can. He named every star. We watch the sparrows fly across the sky but He 
knows when they fall. He creates the seasons and brings the rain when the crops need to grow. Isn't it amazing how a 
little seed can bring forth fruit or a flower or even a tree? God is amazing. 

We worry and fret and fear and I think sometimes forget who God is and what He is able to do. If God be for us, who 
can be against us. He created us. He loves us. He gave His Son to die for us that we could live and have eternal life 
with Him. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on Him should 
not perish but have ever lasting life. John 3:16. 

God is Holy. He is Faithful. He is True. He is powerful. The fear of God is the beginning of all wisdom. 
God gave us Jesus. Jesus is our Salvation, our Healer, our Deliverer, our Friend. Jesus sticks closer than a brother. 
He intercedes in our behalf. He loves us and gave His life for us. How wonderful Jesus is. 
Sometimes we get so down, stressed, hurt, confused and forget who we are in Christ and who Christ is in us. The Bi
ble says greater is He (Jesus) that is in us, than he that is in the world. The Bible says that we are to pray in faith, be
lieving that we will receive what we ask for. The Lord said that He has not given us a spirit of fear but of power, love 
and sound mind. He will never leave us or forsake us. He loves His children and wants to bless them. We need to 
begin to trust and believe. We need to begin to fight against the enemy and stand for the Lord. We need to pray and 
read the Word of God every day. We want the Lord to fight in our behalf and I'm sure He would like us to pray and 
fight the enemy in His behalf. The enemy works so many times through people. God and Jesus work through people. 
The devil will use situations against us but God wants us on our knees in prayer because prayer is what changes things, 
not we ourselves. 

Praise the Lord for what He does. Give Him Glory. Tell Him how much you love Him. Pray without ceasing. Shun 
the very appearance of evil. Pray for your family, friends and neighbors. Pray for our Nation. Pray for our leaders for 
wisdom and for righteousness to reign. Pray for Israel. Pray for the sinner to be drawn and saved. Pray for the Chris
tian to hear the voice of the Lord and to rise in prayer as a mighty army. Pray for the innocent. Pray for the children 
and teenagers to come to the Lord. Pray for Revival!!!! 

We serve an awesome God and a wonderful Lord Jesus and am so grateful for the Holy Spirit. Let the Church rise up 
and glorify the Lord for HE is WORTHY TO BE PRAISED. Let the Church lift it's voice in praise and worship. Let 
the church rise up in victory. Let the church be all that God has called it to be for remember, 

WE ARE THE CHURCH!!!!! 
I hope and pray that the Lord hears and answers all the prayers you have prayed this year and that you are blessed and 
go forth in victory. Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and may this next year bring you to a closer 
walk with the Lord and blessings that over take you. 

Love you all, Linda 



V We have a friend, who we have known for about 30 or so 
years. He was just a teenager when we had met and had some issues 
with his family. At the time, my family owed a small candy store and 
we were very popular in the small town that we were living in. Be
cause we had a candy store, mom and dad with ministry in their heart, 
opened up our home for services for the youth. This particular friend 
came to services a few times, and my parents were always sharing 
about the Lord to the kids as they would come in to the store, so he 
had heard the message of salvation, but it never took root in his heart. That was in the late 1980's, 
since then we have met up with this friend on a few occasions, with opportunity still to minister to 
him, but as much as he loves our family, his is very polite in telling us no thank you. 

Over this last year, especially while having the thrift store, we have seen this friend more of
ten than we normally had over the years, and he has shared with us that he has some severe health 
issues. Mom of course not wanting to see him suffer or enter into eternity without knowing Jesus, 
makes sure to pour on the love and grace whenever he comes in. The other day, he had parked down 
a ways from our store and just sat in his truck. Mom just happened to be walking down to another 
store close to us, when she noticed him. He had been crying and when she stopped to talked to him, 
he had informed her that he had just got back from the Dr. and they didn't give him long. He wanted 
us to know, but couldn't' find the strength to come in and talk to us. Since then as you all may know 
we have been in prayer for his body and most importantly his soul. That was about 2 weeks ago "as 
of Thanksgiving" and we haven't heard anything further. 

As I was praying for him last night, the Lord laid on my heart the fact of this friend like so 
many in his position, feels guilty and unworthy of being saved at the last minute. They feel that be
cause they have lived a sinful lifestyle and don't think that they should be able to say a quick prayer 
in the end to make it all right. But as we see when Jesus dying on the cross, one of the thieves that 
He was hung with asked Jesus for forgiveness, right there at the end. This thief had also lived a sin
ful lifestyle, he was not hanging there because he had been ill, but because it was the consequence of 
sins he had committed and yet Jesus spoke to him and said, "Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise" (Luke 23 A3). Jesus was dying right then and there for that man, for all man
kind. It didn't matter that it was at the end of his life, it mattered that he recognized it and asked for 
forgiveness while he still had breath. 

I think that for a sinful man it is hard to understand that God is loving and gracious all the 
way to the end. They don't realize that God is thinking of an eternity, we only see what is here in the 
now. For us a lifetime is exactly that a lifetime, but to God it is a blink, it is a vapor. He is eternal 
and time doesn't work the same for Him nor will it work the same for us once we cross over that 
great divide. To the Lord, whether we call out to Him in the early stages of life or in our golden 



years, the important thing is that we turn to Him. 
He died for NO ONE to be lost. It doesn't matter 
if we only sinned once or our life was filled with 
unspeakable horrors, Jesus died to cover them all. 
For Him, forgiveness and salvation are easy gifts 
to give, the price was paid a long time ago and his 
suffering comes from seeing even one person enter | 
into Hell, knowing that He is right there to save 
them. 

If a person falls in a hole that they can't get 
I themselves out of and are stuck there for 6 months. 
Does it really matter if someone comes and 
reaches down to help on the first day or the last 
day? Or does it just matter that they are saved? 
I 'm sure the person in the hole isn't going to say, 
"leave me, I 'm dirty and hungry and I've messed 
myself." No, they are going to reach out with 
whatever strength they have left to get out. Salva
tion is the same, it doesn't matter how long we 
have been stuck in our hole and that we are dirty 
and hungry and have messed ourselves. It only 
matters that we reach out to the hand that is want
ing, that is so lovingly desiring to pull us out of the 
hole. Because again, what He is seeing is not the 
blink that we are standing on this earth, but He is 
seeing the eternity that lies ahead that we can ei
ther spend with Him, or in a place where redemp
tion will never come again. As long as there is 
still life and breath in our bodies, our souls can 
still be saved. Jesus died. We don't have to. 

The 
Spiritual Soldiers I 
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So much more than a thrift store 
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S Fiftnl Street, Central Point Or 97502 - 541-630-5225 H 
secondchoicethirft@yahoo.com 
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Several years ago, the Lord had given 
me an example of the difference between the 
vision of Noah for the Ark and the vision of 
Moses for the Tabernacle. I can't recall if I 
shared this example in a service or in a News
letter, however I am to share it again now. 

So in the original example, I was sharing 
how that Noah and Moses were two very impor
tant men of God and both had great callings on 
their lives. Noah had the vision to build the ark 
and between him and his sons, he got it accom
plished in about 100 years. To where on the 
other hand Moses' vision for the Tabernacle 
was extended to the Israelite nation who came 
together with means, skills and time to get it ac
complished in a quicker time frame. My exam
ple was showing the difference that it makes in 
accomplishing a vision between a small amount 
of people working towards it compared to a 
multitude and how both were important and 
both were called of God. We don't know for 
certain if Noah tried to get help from others and 
if they just turned him away, or if he kept it 
close to his family. However there was a signifi
cant difference between the two in getting their 
visions accomplished, which they both did. 

When the Lord gives someone a vision 
and a calling, He also gives specific directions 
or instructions. We can see in Noah's case that 
he had given the instructions of how to build the 
ark, but the Bible is not clear on if it was meant 
to be all in house. To where in Moses' case , he 
was to present it to the people and the Lord was 
laying specific things on specific people in or
der to bring it to pass. Such as people bringing 
gold or jewels, people bringing their skills and 
craftsmanship, etc. and they did. 

God has a way of wanting to put people 
together to work together for His purpose and 
glory. Unfortunately there are times when 

those purposes don't get accomplished due 
to things not coming together the way the 
Lord had intended, which is not the Lord's 
fault, it is our fault for allowing things to get in 
the way. Over the course of our ministry, I 
can look back and see things that the Lord 
wanted to do, that either people's flesh or the 
enemy got in the way of. We were meant to 
share the vision and calling as Moses did 
rather than work alone like Noah. I know out 
of the thousands of people that we have met 
on our journey, there have been 9 specific 
families that the Lord had wanted us to stay 
connected with. 9 is not a lot when you con
sider there have been thousands that we have 
came across . But out of those 9 families, we 
were meant to work together to grow the min
istries that the Lord was dealing with all of us 
in. Some was to be a help for ours and some 
was to build their ministries up and teach 
them, but we were supposed to be working 
together. However, over the course of time, 
distractions, tragedies, lost connections, etc. 
Things didn't come together the way the Lord 
wanted. I have been consumed by these 
missed opportunities for years, because I can 
look and see how things could have been and 
how the Lord still has the same plans, visions 
and callings. It breaks my heart because I 
know looking cross country at these families, I 
know that there are several that will never be 
a part now due to things that have happened 
in their lives to distract them from the minis
try. In all honesty, there may only be 1 of the 9 
that I can still see being a part and yet, this 
was never what the Lord wanted. Over the 
years we had tried to reach out and stay con
nected but again, the enemy got a foothold in 
somewhere which destroyed what the Lord 
had intended. I have recently had to let go of 
my feelings concerning these, as I have 
prayed dearly for them as part as a flock that 
the Lord had placed on my heart, but it was 
affecting me in a negative way, so I had to let 
it go and just let the Lord have His way and 
am asking for others to step in where some 
have not. I'm not trying to complain about 
this, what I am wanting to portray if anything, 
is that if the Lord has called you to a ministry 
or to a family, stick it out. Do what needs 
done, because there are things that only you 



can accomplish for that ministry, (the Lord's ministry). You may be a major key to a plan that the 
Lord is working out. Don't let the enemy come in and distract or destroy what you know to be a 
divine appointment. When the Lord is putting a body together, it is very noticeable if a hand 
eaves, or when the legs walk off. If you know that you are supposed to be learning under a min-
stry, learn., grow.. Don't let the enemy use things to get in the way. I know in our case , things 
hat distracted whether on our end or the other parties was: family, friends, finances, failures, 
ieath, distance, time, spiritual attack etc. Some things couldn't be avoided, however working 
ogether in the body of Christ all of it could have been handled together. I have many regrets for 
lot reaching out more to those, I can only pray that the Lord will draw all of us and restore minis-
ries that have been broken down or never came to fruition. 

As I was praying about the examples of Noah and Moses one thing that I realized was the 
difference in the surrounding people as well. With Noah, people of his time had not really seen 
he moving of the Lord, they had no idea what rain was going to be nor were they frightened of 
iny consequences. Therefore, Noah's rants would have been seen as if they were workings of a 
nad man. To where with Moses, the children of Israel had all just taken part in seeing God move 
n great and terrible ways. They had been witnesses to seeing the destruction of Egypt through 
nany signs and wonders, through plagues and pestilence. Plus they had been delivered through 
he Red Sea . So in Moses' case the people were well aware of what God was capable of and the 
consequences for not being obedient. They had a different mentality towards the vision that the 
.ord had given Moses in comparison to Noah and yet both were equally important and in all hon-
jsty, Noah's vision had greater stakes. 

What I am trying to say is that the Lord calls us to greatness and purpose. There may be 
times when the Lord is trying to place you with someone for that greatness. We need to not look 
at what is going on, but trust in what will be accomplished. If someone shares a vision and you 
feel led towards it, don't shrug it off. Pray about it. If we only support or move towards things 
when we have seen the Lord moving in something, then we may miss out when the boat is ready 
to leave. It is great to be a part of something that you can see things happening, when signs and 
wonders are present and you can feel what the Lord is doing. But just because you see revival 
going on in one church does not mean that the church down the street isn't working towards 
what the Lord has called them to just as earnestly. Noah trusted in God for what he couldn't see 
or understand, Moses and the children of Israel trusted in God because of experiences and what 
they had been seeing and experiencing. There are times when we walk a road alone, but there 
are many times that the Lord wants us to walk together in fellowship, every part working to
gether towards one common goal. Just because the vision can't be seen yet, doesn't mean 
someone isn't earnestly working towards it. 

Our ministry has always been a family ministry, but it was never meant to only be our fam
ily. We keep praying for everyone the Lord has brought before us as well as who we will encoun
ter in the future. We know the visions ahead of us will be accomplished whether we work alone 
or not. We would prefer things not take 100 years to accomplish when we know that with help it 
can come together in a quicker time frame, redeeming the days we have. 

Pray about where you are in your walk, where you are in your ministry or your part in 
someone else's ministry (which is still the Lord's) and pray about where the Lord really wants 
you. I hope you all are able to say that you are exactly where you need to be. If not, pray and 
ask where you are meant to be... Building an Ark or a Tabernacle.. In retrospect, one is meant 
as a place of worship and the other is meant to save souls.. Let that sink in for a minute.. 



S t r o k e o f G e n i u s 

You know when things happen in your body and you know in your bones that 
something happened, but you don't want to believe what your body is telling you? Yeah, 
I had that happen.. 

I have really pushed myself when it comes to working since we had been back 
and have been under a lot of extreme stress. A few years back, I remember being at 
work and I knew that something was going on inside, I felt a strain behind my eye, a 
quick pinch, followed by a moment of feeling my face as if it was broken, then it went 
back to normal. This happened about 3 times to me within a few days of each other. 
In the back of my mind, I knew what was happening, my body was even telling me ex
actly what was going on, but I was at work, I had to soldier through it, I just went on my 
days as if nothing happened. But in fact I had actually just suffered several minor 
strokes. I'm not one to give in to sickness, nor do I allow my body to control my spirit, 
or so I thought. As it happens, since then over these years I have noticed more and 
more symptoms without associating them with those specific days. I excused my lack 
of focus and lack of inspiration, to overwork and the failing of me staying on top of 
things, but now I see that there was more going on than what I was aware of. 

As we were with family this Thanksgiving, one of my other family members let us 
know that he had suffered a minor stroke a couple years back and hadn't wanted to tell 
us for fear that we would worry. When he explained some of his symptoms, I looked at 
my son and we were on the same page as we have been seeing similar symptoms with 
me. Just because I had dismissed what had happened and powered through the initial 
TIA's, not thinking twice about them, until now, didn't mean that they didn't happen, it 
just meant that I had been denying them. Over the last few years, there are many times 
when I have been in mid conversation and my speech will just turn to gibberish, even 
though I know exactly what I am saying. Couple that with irregular heartbeats, forget-
fulness and the inability to sneeze to name a few, I have became severely aware of what 
has actually happened to me. Not that I am using this as an excuse, but on the con
trary, now I realize that there has been more to the issues that I have been having over 
these years. Instead of blaming myself for failing, I now have something to combat and 
a point of interest in showing me when these things started. I now realize that my body 
snuck behind the back of my spirit and caused damage that I was too distracted to 
combat. I now am able to treat my lack of interest with specificity and can bring my 
concerns to the Lord with understanding. Fortunately for me, the gibberish and lack of 
sneezing seems to only happen when I am with my son. He has gotten pretty good at 
figuring out what I am saying. One thing I know for sure through this is, even though 
we have lost people that we love, this for me has really put in perspective how fragile 
life is and also how God has protected me, even when I didn't realize how serious 
things were. I feel like I have just awoken out of a dark time of not knowing what was 
going on, to now seeing clearly again. Even though this happened several years ago, it 
seems very new and fresh to me. With this knowledge I now have the weapon I need to 
fight and to get back what has been stolen from me. Believe me, I will fight!! 
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